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French De fence
Steinitz Vari a tion FR 4.4 (C11)

Trouble in the Steinitz French!?
by Dejan An tic (and Branimir Maksimovic??)

1. e4 e6
2. d4 d5
3. Àc3 Àf6
4. e5 Àfd7
5. f4 c5
6. Àf3 Àc6
7. Ãe3 Ãe7
8. a3

T_LdM_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

T_LdM_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

In the highly pop u lar Steinitz
Vari a tion with 7...Ãe7, White
has tried many ways to get sat is -
fac tory play and achieve an ad -
van tage. On this oc ca sion, I
would like to in tro duce the very
in ter est ing con tin u a tion 8.a3!?.
This looks like wast ing a tempo,
but as can be seen from the ma te -
rial pre sented, mat ters are not so
simple at all.
The main idea of the move 8.a3
is to pre vent Black from mak ing
suc cess ful stra te gic ma noeuv res
like ...©b6, and to place the
bishop on the per fect square d3.
Also, there is the ad di tional plus
that White can trans fer his queen
via f3 to the per fect square h3,
tar get ing the two weak nesses on
e6 and h7.

In or der to un der stand this con tin -
u a tion cor rectly, we will have a
look at the game Lars Ootes-
 Sulypa, which il lus trates what
hap pens if White plays 8.Ãd3
(in stead of 8.a3) first, plus some
other pos si bil i ties added in that
game. Ac cord ing to my da ta base,
the con tin u a tion 8.a3 ap peared
first in 1993, in the game Diaz
Caramazana-Haines. Since then,
no spe cial at ten tion has been
given to this line. Then sud denly,
within the very short pe riod of
one month, five games were
played at very top level! For us
that is a good sign, and it means
that this is the right mo ment to
take a closer look at this line.

Black Fin ishes De vel op ment
The main game Ivanchuk-
 Carlsen is very com plex. In the
notes, plenty of op tions for both
sides are men tioned. In ad di tion,
White has an other pos si bil ity
 after  8...0-0, viz. 9.dc5!?

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.iJi._.
._._.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.iJi._.
._._.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

No mat ter how Black re cap tures, 
White gains more space and

better dark-square con trol with
the b2-b4 ad vance. It seems that
in the game, Ivanchuk had sev -
eral better op tions at his dis -
posal. 
The game Oparin-Rychagov is
very in struc tive and shows ex -
actly what is White’s plan af ter
Black’s wrong set-up. Still, play -
ing through Rychagov’s game,
we think that 9...f6 should be
tested more in the fu ture.

Better Con trol in the Cen tre
One of the rea sons for 8...b6
might be to avoid 9.dc5, fol -
lowed by the ad vance b2-b4.
The game Morozevich-Vitiugov
is very in struc tive from White’s
point of view, show ing all the
stra te gic and tac ti cal pluses of -
fered by 8.a3!?.
An other game, Shirov- Moroze -
vich, is a more com plex bat tle
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Ootes,Lars
Sulypa,Alexander
Wijk aan Zee CV 2010 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.Ãd3 ©b6

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.nBbN_.
IiI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
_.nBbN_.
IiI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

9. 0-0 [9.Àa4 ©a5 10.Àc3 (10.c3 cd4
11.Àd4 (11.b4? Ãb4 12.cb4 Àb4î)
11...Àd4 12.b4 (12.Ãd4? b5î) 12...Ãb4 
13.cb4 ©b4 14.Ãd2 ©e7 15. 0-0 b6 with
two pawns up, it is not clear how White will
prove to have compensation) 10...f6
(10...cd4 11.Àd4 Àd4 12.Ãd4 Ãc5
13.Ãe2  0-0º 14. 0-0 ©b6 15.Ãc5 ©c5
16.®h1 Àb6 17.Àb5 Ãd7 18.Àd4 Àa4
19.Õb1ÿ; 10...©b6=) 11. 0-0  0-0] 9...c4
10.Ãe2 ©b2 11.Ãd2 a6 12.Õb1

©a3 13.f5 b5 14.©e1 b4 15.©g3
bc3 16.Ãc1 ©a2 17.fe6 fe6
18.©g7 Õf8 19.Ãg5 ©c2 20.Ãe7
Àe7 21.Àg5 ©g6 22.Ãh5 ©h5
23.Àe6 Õf1 24.Õf1 ©g6 25.©h8
Àg8 26.Àg7 ®d8 27.©g8 ®c7
28.©d5 Ãb7 29.Àe6 ®b8 30.©d6
®a7 31.d5 Õg8 32.g3 c2 33.©d7
©d3 34.Õa1 ©d1 0-1

Black Finishes Development
8.a3  0-0

Ivanchuk,Vasily
Carlsen,Magnus
Sao Paulo/Bilbao 2011 (5)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

9.©d2 [9.dc5!? Ãc5 (9...Àc5 10.b4
Àd7º) 10.Ãc5 Àc5 11.b4 Àd7 12.Ãd3
h6 (12...f6 13. 0-0 fe5 14.Ãh7 ®h7 15.Àg5 
®g8 16.Àe6Ê) 13. 0-0 a5 14.b5 Àe7º]
9...b6 [9...a6!? 10.Ãe2 (10.Ãd3?! f6
11.ef6 Ãf6!; 10.dc5 Ãc5 11.Ãc5 Àc5ÿ)
10...b5 11. 0-0 ©b6 might transpose to the
7...a6 line. This and other lines are the
subject of the forthcoming book ‘The
Modern French’ by the same authors;
9...f6?! 10.ef6 Ãf6 11.dc5] 10.g3
[10.Ãd3!?; 10.Ãe2 f6 (10...Ãb7 11. 0-0 f6
12.ef6 (12.f5 cd4 13.ef6 dc3 14.fe7 Àe7
15.©c3 Àf5) 12...Àf6º 13.®h1
(13.Àg5? cd4) 13...Àe4 14.©e1 (14.Àe4
de4 15.Àe5 Àd4 16.Ãd4 ©d4ç £
17.©d4 cd4 18.Õad1 Õad8 19.Ãc4 Õd6
20.f5 Ãd5 21.Õd4 Ãc4 22.Õd6 Ãf1î;
14.©d1 cd4 15.Àd4 Àd4 16.Ãd4 Ãf6
17.Ãg4 (17.Àe4 de4 18.Ãf6 ©f6
(18...Õf6 19.©d8 (19.Ãc4 ©c7 20.©e2
Õaf8 21.f5 Ãd5 22.Ãd5 ed5 23.g4
©e5ç) 19...Õd8 20.Õad1 Õd1 21.Õd1
Õf4 22.®g1 ®f8 23.Õd7 Õf7 24.Õf7 ®f7 
25.g3 e3=) 19.c3 Õad8 20.©a4? Õd2
21.©a7 Ãd5 22.c4 (22.Õae1 Õb2 23.c4
Õe2 24.Õe2 Ãc4 25.Õee1 Ãf1 26.Õf1
©d4 27.©e7 ©d5 28.©b4 Õf4 29.Õb1
Õf2 30.©b6 e3 31.©b8 Õf8 32.©b2
©d3 33.h3 e2) 22...Õe2 23.cd5 ed5î)
17...©e7 18.Àe4 de4 19.Ãf6 ©f6 20.c3
Õad8 21.©b3 (21.©a4 e5 22.©a7 (22.f5
Õd2 23.Õad1 e3 24.Õd2 ed2 25.©d7
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with some ex traor di nary piece
sac ri fices, start ing with 11.Àe2,
to com bine at tack ing op tions
with po si tional play – even a
piece down, as Black’s light-
 squared bishop will get stuck!
Still, there are a lot of al ter na -
tives and im prove ments for both
sides.

Dou ble At tack
8...©b6 is one of the typ i cal
moves, very com mon in cer tain
lines of the Steinitz Vari a tion.
The game Shirov-Vitiugov
shows that Black had an ex cel -
lent po si ti o n, but more con sid er -
ation may be given to the

im prove ment 9.Ãe2!? in the
future!

The Stem Game of 8.a3
We al ready men tioned that Diaz
Caramazana-Haines was the first 
game in which 8.a3 ap peared,
and we thought that this should
be men tioned. In ad di tion, this
game re minds us that Black has
ad di tional re sources at his dis -
posal: 8...a6, which boils down
to a trans po si tion to the sim i lar
line with 7...a6 in the Steinitz
Variation.

Con clu sion
It would be pre ma ture to give a

fi nal as sess ment of this line, as
the the ory con tin ues to de velop
ev ery day. But 8.a3 def i nitely de -
serves at ten tion, and there is no
doubt that it will be in ves ti gated
fur ther in the fu ture. Most of the
ma te rial pre sented here has not
been pub lished be fore. We gen -
er ally be lieve that the French is
OK for Black and it is gain ing
more and more pop u lar ity. The
line 8.a3 will be one of the sub -
jects in the forth com ing book
The Mod ern French, which will
ap pear with New In Chess in the
spring of 2012. In the mean time,
we hope that the Year book read -
ers will en joy this ar ti cle.



Ãa6 26.Õd1 Õd8 27.©a7 Ãc4 28.©a4
b5 29.©c2 ©h4 30.h3 ©e1 31.®h2 Õd3 
32.b3 ©g3 33.®h1 Ãd5) 22...©c6
23.Ãe6 ®h8 24.c4 e3; 21.©e2 e5 22.f5
©g5 23.Õad1 e3Ê) 21...Õd2 22.©e6
®h8â) 14...cd4 15.Àd4 Àd4 16.Ãd4 Ãf6 
17.Õd1 Ãd4 18.Õd4 ©f6 19.Õd3
(19.©d1 Àc3 20.bc3 Õac8 21.c4 (21.Õa4 
a5 22.©b1 Õc3 23.©b6 Õc2 24.©b7
(24.Ãd3 Õb2 25.©a5 d4î; 24.Ãg4
Ãc6 25.Õa5 d4) 24...Õe2î) 21...Ãa6)
19...Àd6ÿ) 11.dc5 fe5 12.Àd5 Ãc5
13. 0-0-0 Ãe3 14.Àe3 ef4 15.©d6 Àdb8
16.Àc4¤ ] 10...®h8 11.h4 [11.Ãh3
Àa5 12.b3 Ãa6 13.®f2 Õc8 14.Õhd1
©c7 15.Àe2 cd4 16.Àed4 Àc5 17.®g1
Àe4 18.©e1 Àc6 19.Àc6 ©c6 20.Àd4
©c3ÿ] 11...f6 12.ef6 Àf6

T_Ld.t.m
j._.l.jJ
.jS_Js._
_.jJ_._.
._.i.i.i
i.n.bNi.
.iIq._._
r._.kB_R

T_Ld.t.m
j._.l.jJ
.jS_Js._
_.jJ_._.
._.i.i.i
i.n.bNi.
.iIq._._
r._.kB_R

13.Ãh3 [13. 0-0-0 c4 14.h5 b5 15.h6
(15.Àb5 ©b6 16.Àc3 Õb8 17.Àa4
©b5î; 15.Àe5 ©e8 16.Àb5 (16.h6 g6
17.Ãg2 Õb8 18.Àa2 b4Å) 16...Àe5
17.Àc7 (17.fe5 Àe4 18.©a5 Ãd8
19.©b4 a5î) 17...©a4 18.Àa8 (18.de5
Àe4 19.©e1 Õb8) 18...Àe4 19.©e1
c3î) 15...g6 16.Àe5 Ãd7 17.Ãg2 b4
18.ab4 Ãb4Å] 13...Ãd7 14.Õd1
[14. 0-0 Àe4 15.Àe4? (15.©e1 Ãf6
16.Õd1; 16.dc5 Àc3 17.bc3 e5 18.Ãd7
©d7 19.cb6 e4 20.Àd4 ab6 21.Àb5 Àe7
22.a4 (22.Àd4 ©h3 23.©f2 Õfc8 24.Ãd2 
Ãd4î) 22...©h3 23.Ãb6 Àf5 24.Ãf2
e3î) 15...de4 16.Àe5 (16.Àg5 cd4)
16...cd4ç] 14...cd4 [14...Àh5!? 15.Àe2
©e8 16. 0-0 ©g6 17.®h2 Àf6 18.Àg5 h6 
19.Àe6 Ãe6 20.f5 Ãf5 21.Ãf5 ©h5ÿ]
15.Àd4 e5 16.Àc6 Ãc6 17.fe5 d4
18.ef6 Ãf6 19. 0-0 dc3 20.©d8
Õad8 21.Õd8 Õd8 22.b3 Õe8
23.Ãf2 Ãe4 24.Õe1 Õe7 25.Õc1 h5 
26.Ãg2 Ãf5 27.Ãf3 g6 28.a4 ®h7
29.b4 g5 30.a5 g4 31.ab6 ab6
32.Ãc6 Õe2 33.Ãb6 Ãe5 34.b5

®g7 35.Ãa5 Õc2 36.Õc2 Ãc2
37.®f2 Ãd3 38.®e3 Ãg6 39.Ãe4
c2 40.Ãd2 Ãg3 41.Ãg6 ®g6
42.®d3 Ãf2 43.®c2 g3 44.Ãf4 g2
45.Ãh2 ®f5 0-1

Oparin,Grigory
Rychagov,Andrey
St Pe ters burg 2011 (8)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3  0-0 9.Ãd3

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.nBbN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

T_Ld.tM_
jJ_SlJjJ
._S_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.nBbN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

9...b6 [9...f6!?ÿ:
 A) 10.ef6?! Ãf6â 11.dc5 (11.Àe5? cd4
12.©h5 h6 13.©g6 Àde5î) 11...d4
12.Àd4 Àd4 13.Ãd4 Ãd4 14.Ãh7 ®h7
15.©d4 ©c7;
 B) 10.h4?! cd4 11.Ãh7 (11.Àd4 Àd4
12.Ãd4 fe5 13.fe5 (13.©h5 e4 14.Àe4
de4 15.Ãe4 Õf5 16.Ãf5 ef5 17.©f5 Àc5
18.©e5 Àd3 19.cd3 Ãf6) 13...Ãh4)
11...®h7 12.Àg5 fg5 13.©h5 ®g8 14.hg5 
Àde5! 15.fe5 (15.©h7? ®f7 16.fe5 de3
17.©h5 g6 18.©h7 ®e8î) 15...Õf5
16.g4 (16.©h7 ®f7 17.g6 ®e8 18.©g7
dc3 19.Õh8 Ãf8 20.©f8 Õf8 21.g7
®f7î) 16...Õe5 17.©h8 (17.©h7
®f7î) 17...®f7 18. 0-0 (18.Õf1 Ãf6
19.©h7 Õe3 20.®d1 ®e8) 18...Ãf6
19.©h7 (19.Õf6 gf6 20.©h7 ®e8 21.g6
Àe7 22.Ãd4 ®d7 23.Õf1 Õg5 24.Ãf6
Õg4 25.®h1 ©f8î) 19...®e8 20.gf6 gf6 
21.Àb5 de3 22.Àc7 ®f8 23.Àa8 e2
24.©h8 ®f7 (24...®e7 25.©f6 ®d7
26.©d8 ®d8) 25.©h7 ®e8 26.Àc7 ®f8
27.©h8 ®e7 28.©f6 ®d7î;
 C) 10.dc5 fe5 11.fe5 (11.Ãh7? ®h7
12.Àg5 Ãg5 13.fg5 g6î) 11...Àde5
(11...Àc5 12.Ãe2 (12. 0-0 Àd3 13.©d3
Õf3; 12.Ãf2 Àd3 13.©d3 Ãd7â)
12...Àd7 13.Ãd3 Àde5) 12.Àe5 Àe5

13.Ãh7 ®h7 14.©h5 ®g8 15.©e5 Ãf6
16.©h5 Ãc3 17.bc3 Õf5 18.©g4 e5
19. 0-0-0 Ãe6ÿ] 10. 0-0 f5 11.ef6 Àf6
[11...Ãf6 (12.Àe5 (12.Ãb5 Ãb7) 12...Àd4 
13.Ãd4 cd4 14.©h5 g6 15.Ãg6 ©e7
(15...hg6) 16.Ãh7 ©h7 17.©g4 ©g7
(17...®h8 18.Àg6 ®g7 19.Àe5 ®h8
20.Àg6Ç) 18.©e6 ®h7 19.©f5 ®g8=]
12.Àe5 Ãb7 13.©f3 Ãd6 14.Àb5Ç
Ãb8 15.dc5 Ãe5 [15...Àe5 16.fe5 Ãe5 
17.©h3 ©e7 18.cb6 ab6 19.Àd4Ç]
16.fe5 Àe5 17.©g3 Àd3 18.cd3
©d7 19.Àd6 Ãa6 20.Ãd4 ®h8
21.b4å

T_._.t.m
j._D_.jJ
Lj.nJs._
_.iJ_._.
.i.b._._
i._I_.q.
._._._Ii
r._._Rk.

T_._.t.m
j._D_.jJ
Lj.nJs._
_.iJ_._.
.i.b._._
i._I_.q.
._._._Ii
r._._Rk.

21...bc5 22.bc5 ©a4 23.Õf4 ©c2
24.Õf3 e5 25.Ãe5 ©c5 26.®h1
Õad8 27.Õaf1 Õd7 28.h3 d4 29.Õf6

1-0

Better Control in the Centre
8.a3 b6

Morozevich,Al ex an der
Vitiugov,Nikita
Saratov 2011 (2)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 b6 9.Ãd3  0-0 10. 0-0 f5
11.ef6 Àf6 12.Àe5 Ãb7 [12...Àd4
13.Ãd4 cd4 14.Àe2 Ãb7 15.Àd4 Ãc5
16.c3Ç] 13.©f3! Ãd6 14.Àb5Ç Ãe7
15.©h3 ©c8 16.c4!? [16.Õae1!? a6
17.Àc7 ©c7 18.Ãh7 Àh7 19.©e6]
16...Àe4 17.dc5 Àe5 18.fe5å Ãc5
19.Õf8 ©f8 20.Ãe4 de4 21.b4 Ãe3 
22.©e3 ©f5 23.©g3 ©h5 24.Àd6
Ãc6 25.b5 Ãe8 26.Àe4 Ãg6
27.Àd6 ©e2 28.©f3 ©f3 29.gf3
Õf8 30.a4 Õf3 31.a5 ba5 32.Õa5 h5 
33.Õa7 Õb3 34.c5 1-0
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Shirov,Alexey
Morozevich,Alexander
Saratov 2011 (6)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 b6 9.Ãd3  0-0 10. 0-0 a6
11.Àe2!? c4 [11...f5 12.c4]

T_Ld.tM_
_._SlJjJ
JjS_J_._
_._Ji._.
._Ji.i._
i._BbN_.
.iI_N_Ii
r._Q_Rk.

T_Ld.tM_
_._SlJjJ
JjS_J_._
_._Ji._.
._Ji.i._
i._BbN_.
.iI_N_Ii
r._Q_Rk.

12.Ãh7 ®h7 13.Àg5 Ãg5 [13...®g8
14.Àg3 (14.©e1!? Ãg5 15.fg5 £
15...Àde5 (15...Àe7 16.Õf3¤) 16.de5 Àe5 
17.©g3 Àg6 18.Àf4¤) 14...g6 (14...Ãg5!? 
15.fg5 Àde5!? (15...c3 16.b4) 16.de5 Àe5
17.©d4 Àg6 (17...Àc6 18.©h4¤)
18.Õad1¤) 15.©g4Å] 14.fg5 Õh8
[14...Àe7 15.Àg3 (15.Õf3¤) 15...Ãb7
16.©h5 ®g8 17.Õf3¤] 15.Õf7 ®g8
16.g6 Àf8 17.Àf4 Õa7 [17...Àg6
18.Àg6 ®f7 19.©g4 ®g8 (19...Õg8
20.©h5) 20.Àh8 ®h8 21.©h5 ®g8
22.Õf1 ©d7 23.Õf3 Ãb7 24.Õh3 ©e8
25.©h7 ®f7 26.Õf3 ®e7 27.©g7 ®d8
28.©b7] 18.©f3 ©e8 19.Àd5 Àg6
[19...ed5 20.Õf8; 19...Õf7 20.gf7 ©f7
21.©f7 ®f7 22.Àb6 Ãb7 23.Àc4]
20.Õa7 Àa7 21.Àb6 Ãd7 22.©b7
[22.d5! Àh4 (22...Àe5 23.©g3 Õh5
24.Ãd4 ed5 25.Àd5) 23.©g4 Àf5 24.Àd7 
©d7 25.de6 ©e6 26.Õf1] 22...Ãc6
23.©a7 Àh4 24.©c7 Àg2 25.Ãg5
Àh4 26.®f2 Àf5 27.h4 ®h7 28.Õf1
Ãb5 29.a4 Ãa4 30.®e1 Õf8 31.Àa4 
©a4 32.Ãf6 ©a1 33.®f2 ©b2
34.®g1 ©d4 35.®h2 ©d2 36.®h1
©h6 37.Õg1 a5 38.Ãg5 ©h5
39.©c4 ©f3 40.®h2 ©f2 41.Õg2
©e1 42.©g4 ®g8 43.Ãf6 Õf7 44.h5 
©e3 45.c3 ©c3 46.h6 Àh6 47.©e6 
®h7 48.Ãg5 Õf5 49.Ãh4 ©e5
50.©e5 Õe5 51.Ãd8 a4 52.Õa2 Õe4 
53.®g3 ®g6 54.®f3 ®f5 55.Õb2
Àf7 56.Ãc7 Àe5 57.®g2 Àc4
58.Õb8 Õe7 59.Ãg3 Õa7 60.Õb4
Àe3 61.®f3 Àd5 62.Õb5 ®e6

63.Ãf2 Õa6 64.Ãd4 g6 65.®e4 Àc7 
66.Õg5 ®f7 67.Õg1 a3 68.®d3 Àe6 
69.Ãe5 g5 70.®c4 ®g6 71.®b3
®f5 72.Ãc3 a2 73.Õa1 g4 74.Ãe1
Àc5 75.®c4 Àe4 76.®b3 ®f4
77.Ãh4 Àd2 78.®b2 Àf3 79.Ãf2
Õe6 80.Õa2 Õe2 81.®a3 Õa2
82.®a2

._._._._
_._._._.
._._._._
_._._._.
._._.mJ_
_._._S_.
K_._.b._
_._._._.

._._._._
_._._._.
._._._._
_._._._.
._._.mJ_
_._._S_.
K_._.b._
_._._._.

82...Àe5 83.®b3 ®f3 84.Ãe1 Àd3
85.Ãh4! Àf4 86.®c2 Àg2 87.Ãe7
g3 88.®d2! Àf4 89.Ãc5 g2 90.Ãa7 
Àg6 91.®e1 Àe5 92.Ãg1 Àd3
93.®d2 Àf2 94.®e1! Àh3 95.Ãa7
Àf4 96.®d2 ®g3 97.®e1 Àd3
98.®e2!ì ½-½

Double Attack
8.a3 ©b6

Shirov,Alexey
Vitiugov,Nikita
Saratov 2011 (4)

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 ©b6!?

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

T_L_M_.t
jJ_SlJjJ
.dS_J_._
_.jJi._.
._.i.i._
i.n.bN_.
.iI_._Ii
r._QkB_R

9.Àa4 [9.Ãe2!?  0-0 10. 0-0 (10.©d2;
10.Àa4!? ©a5 11.c3 c4 12.b4 cb3

13.©b3 Õb8 14. 0-0 b5 15.Àb2 ©c7
16.©c2 h6 17.a4 b4 18.cb4 Ãb4
19.Àd3Ç) 10...f6?! (10...cd4! 11.Àd4 Ãc5
12.Àa4 Ãd4 13.Àb6 Ãe3 14.®h1 Àb6)
11.ef6 Àf6 12.Àa4Ç] 9...©a5 10.Ãd2
[10.c3 c4 11.b4 cb3 12.©b3 Õb8 13.Àb2
b5 14.Ãe2 b4!â 15.cb4 Ãb4] 10...©c7
11.dc5 Àc5 12.Àc5 Ãc5 13.b4
Ãb6 14.c4 dc4 15.Õc1 ©d8
16.Õc4 h6 17.a4 a6 18.©c2 Ãd7
19.©e4 Õb8 20.Ãd3 Àe7 21.a5
Ãa7 22.®e2 Ãb5 23.Õc3 Ãc6
24.Õc6 bc6 25.Õc1 ©d7 26.Ãa6
 0-0 27.g4 Õfd8 28.f5 ef5 29.gf5
Àf5 30.Õc6 Õb4 31.Ãc4 Õb2
32.Ãd3 Àd4 33.Àd4 ©d4 34.©d4
Ãd4 35.e6 fe6 36.Ãc2 e5 37.a6
Õb6 38.Ãe4 Õc6 39.Ãc6 Õc8
40.Ãb7 Õc7 41.Ãe3 Õc2 42.®d1
Ãe3 ½-½

The Stem-Game
8.a3 a6

Diaz Caramazana,Jose An to nio
Haines,Kean David
Asturias 1993

1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Àc3 Àf6 4.e5
Àfd7 5.f4 c5 6.Àf3 Àc6 7.Ãe3
Ãe7 8.a3 a6 9.Ãd3 b5 10.f5 [10.dc5]
10...cd4 11.Àd4

T_LdM_.t
_._SlJjJ
J_S_J_._
_J_JiI_.
._.n._._
i.nBb._.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

T_LdM_.t
_._SlJjJ
J_S_J_._
_J_JiI_.
._.n._._
i.nBb._.
.iI_._Ii
r._Qk._R

11...Àd4 [¿ 11...Àde5] 12.Ãd4 Ãc5
[12...Àc5] 13.Ãc5 Àc5 14. 0-0
[14.©g4å] 14...©g5 15.Õf3 Àd3
16.©d3  0-0 17.Õaf1 Ãb7 18.Õg3
©h4 19.Õh3 ©g4 [19...©c4 20.fe6
©d3 21.ef7 Õf7 22.cd3 Õf1 23.®f1 d4
24.Àe2 Õf8 25.®g1å] 20.fe6! g6
21.ef7 ®g7 22.©e3 h5 23.Õg3 d4
24.©d3 ©e6 25.Õf6 1-0
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