French Defence

Steinitz Variation FR 4.4 (C11)

Trouble in the Steinitz French!?

by Dejan Antic (and Branimir Maksimovic??)

1. e4 eb

2. d4 d5

3. %3 N6
4. e5 Nfd7
5. 14 c5

6. Hf3 2c6
7. 2e3 2e7
8. a3

In the highly popular Steinitz
Variation with 7...£2e7, White
has tried many ways to get satis-
factory play and achieve an ad-
vantage. On this occasion, I
would like to introduce the very
interesting continuation 8.a3!?.
This looks like wasting a tempo,
but as can be seen from the mate-
rial presented, matters are not so
simple at all.

The main idea of the move 8.a3
is to prevent Black from making
successful strategic manoeuvres
like ...Wb6, and to place the
bishop on the perfect square d3.
Also, there is the additional plus
that White can transfer his queen
via f3 to the perfect square h3,
targeting the two weaknesses on
e6 and h7.
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In order to understand this contin-
uation correctly, we will have a
look at the game Lars Ootes-
Sulypa, which illustrates what
happens if White plays 8.£d3
(instead of 8.a3) first, plus some
other possibilities added in that
game. According to my database,
the continuation 8.a3 appeared
first in 1993, in the game Diaz
Caramazana-Haines. Since then,
no special attention has been
given to this line. Then suddenly,
within the very short period of
one month, five games were
played at very top level! For us
that is a good sign, and it means
that this is the right moment to
take a closer look at this line.

Black Finishes Development
The main game Ivanchuk-
Carlsen is very complex. In the
notes, plenty of options for both
sides are mentioned. In addition,
White has another possibility
after 8...0-0, viz. 9.dc5!?
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No matter how Black recaptures,
White gains more space and

Alexander Morozevich

better dark-square control with
the b2-b4 advance. It seems that
in the game, Ivanchuk had sev-
eral better options at his dis-
posal.

The game Oparin-Rychagov is
very instructive and shows ex-
actly what is White’s plan after
Black’s wrong set-up. Still, play-
ing through Rychagov’s game,
we think that 9..f6 should be
tested more in the future.

Better Control in the Centre
One of the reasons for 8...b6
might be to avoid 9.dc5, fol-
lowed by the advance b2-b4.
The game Morozevich-Vitiugov
is very instructive from White’s
point of view, showing all the
strategic and tactical pluses of-
fered by 8.a3!?.

Another game, Shirov-Moroze-
vich, is a more complex battle
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with some extraordinary piece
sacrifices, starting with 11.%e2,
to combine attacking options
with positional play — even a
piece down, as Black’s light-
squared bishop will get stuck!
Still, there are a lot of alterna-
tives and improvements for both
sides.

Double Attack

8..Wb6 is one of the typical
moves, very common in certain
lines of the Steinitz Variation.
The game  Shirov-Vitiugov
shows that Black had an excel-
lent position, but more consider-
ation may be given to the

8.£d3
Ootes,Lars
Sulypa,Alexander
Wijk aan Zee CV 2010 (8)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.%c3 f6 4.e5

Hfd7 5.f4 c5 6./)f3 7c6 7.2e3
£e7 8.2d3 Wh6
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9.0-0 [9.%a4 Wa5 10.4)c3 (10.c3 cd4
1.4 (11.04? 2b4 12.cb4 Dbd—+)
11..4)d4 12.b4 (12.2.d4? b5—+) 12...2b4
13.cb4 Wha 14.2d2 We7 15.0-0 b6 with
two pawns up, it is not clear how White will
prove to have compensation) 10...f6
(10..cd4 11.50d4 Ddd 12.8d4 25
13.262 0-0c0 14.0-0 Whe 15.£c5 Wc5
16.2h1 &b6 17.20b5 £47 18.5)d4 &ad
19.2b1=; 10..%b6=) 11.0-0 0-0] 9...c4
10.2e2 %Wb2 11.£d2 a6 12.Xbi

improvement 9.£e2!? in the
future!

The Stem Game of 8.a3

We already mentioned that Diaz
Caramazana-Haines was the first
game in which 8.a3 appeared,
and we thought that this should
be mentioned. In addition, this
game reminds us that Black has
additional resources at his dis-
posal: 8...a6, which boils down
to a transposition to the similar
line with 7...a6 in the Steinitz
Variation.

Conclusion
It would be premature to give a

Wa3 13.f5 b5 14.Wel b4 15.%g3
bc3 16.2c1 Wa2 17.fe6 feb
18.Wg7 Ef8 19.095 Wc2 20.0e7
He7 21.g5 Wgb 22.2h5 Wh5
23.%e6 Hf1 24.2f1 Wg6 25.%h8
Hg8 26.4g7 Ld8 27.Wg8 &c7
28.Wd5 £b7 29.5e6 ©b8 30.%¥d6
@a7 31.d5 Hg8 32.93 c2 33.%d7
Wd3 34.5a1 Wd1 0-1

Black Finishes Development
8.a3 0-0

Ivanchuk,Vasily

Carlsen,Magnus

Sao Paulo/Bilbao 2011 (5)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.%c3 »f6 4.e5
Hfd7 5.4 c5 6.3 Sc6 7.2e3
£2e7 8.a3 0-0
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final assessment of this line, as
the theory continues to develop
every day. But 8.a3 definitely de-
serves attention, and there is no
doubt that it will be investigated
further in the future. Most of the
material presented here has not
been published before. We gen-
erally believe that the French is
OK for Black and it is gaining
more and more popularity. The
line 8.a3 will be one of the sub-
jects in the forthcoming book
The Modern French, which will
appear with New In Chess in the
spring of 2012. In the meantime,
we hope that the Yearbook read-
ers will enjoy this article.

9.Wd2 [9.dc5!? 2¢5 (9..40¢5 10.b4
&\d700) 10.2.5 &)c5 11.b4 &d7 12.£4d3
h6 (12...f6 13.0-0 fe5 14.2h7 &h7 15.4)g5
&g8 16.5e61) 13.0-0 a5 14.b5 De7oo]
9..b6 [9..a6!7 10.£e2 (10.2d3? f6
11.ef6 216!, 10.dc5 £c5 11.£c5 Hcd=)
10...b5 11.0-0 ¥b6 might transpose to the
7..a6 line. This and other lines are the
subject of the forthcoming book ‘The
Modern French’ by the same authors;
9.f67! 10.ef6 £f6 11.dc5] 10.93
[10.£.d3!7; 10.£e2 6 (10...£b7 11.0-0 f6
12.6f6 (125 cd4 13.ef6 dc3 14.fe7 e7
15.%Wc3  Of5) 125060  13.2Nh1
(13.)g5? cdd) 13..20e4 14.Wel (14.5e4
ded4 15.5e5 Hd4 16.£d4 WddF A
17.%d4 cd4 18.Had1 Hads 19.2c4 Hd6
20./5 £d5 21.Hd4 Sc4 22.Hd6 L1 —+;
14.%d1 cd4 15.0d4 ©d4 16.204 2f6
17.8294 (17.50e4 ded 18.2f6 Wi
(18..Ef6 19.Wd8 (19.£c4 Wc7 20.We2
Hafg 215 £d5 22.2d5 ed5 23.g4
We5F) 19..Hd8 20.Had1 Hdi 21.Hd1
f4 22,591 &8 23.2d7 Hf7 24.Hf7 &7
2593 e3=) 19.c3 Had8 20.Wa4? Hd2
21.Wa7 2d5 22.c4 (22.Hael Hb2 23.c4
He2 24.He2 Q04 25.Heel £f1 26.Hf1
W4 27.We7 Wds 28.Wha Hf4 29.Hbi
Hf2 30.Wb6 e3 31.Wbg Hfg 32.Wh2
Wd3 33.h3 e2) 22..He2 23.cd5 ed5—+)
17..%e7 18.5e4 ded 19.2f6 Wis 20.c3
Hads 21.Wh3 (21.Wa4 e5 22.Wa7 (22.5
Hd2 23.Hadl e3 24.Hd2 ed2 25.%d7
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£24a6 26.2d1 Hd8 27.Wa7 fc4 28.Wad
b5 29.Wc2 Wh4 30.h3 Wel 31.h2 Hd3
3203 Wg3 33.Hh1 2d5) 22.Wch
23.266 ©h8 24.c4 e3; 21.We2 e5 22.f5
Wgs 23Hadl e3) 21.Hd2 22.We6
Bh8F) 14...cd4 15.20d4 &Hd4 16.2d4 216
17.8d1  2d4 18.Hd4 W6 19.Hd3
(19.%d1 &3 20.bc3 Hac8 21.c4 (21.Ha4
a5 22.Wph1 Hc3 23.Whe Hc2 24.Wh7
(24.2d3 Hb2 25.Wa5 dd—+; 24.204
06 25.Ha5 d4) 24..He2—+) 21..£.26)
19..5\d6=) 11.dc5 fes5 12.50d5 £c5
13.0-0-0 263 14.%e3 ef4 15.%d6 dbs
16.2¢42 ] 10...%h8 11.h4 [11.2h3
a5 1203 £La6 13.%f2 He8 14.E2hd1
W7 15.902 cdd 16.%edd &c5 17.8g1
&ed 18 Wel &\c6 19.40c6 o 20.:0d4
We3=] 11...6 12.ef6 6
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13.2h3 [13.0-0-0 c4 14h5 b5 15.h6
(15.0b5 Whe 16.%0c3 Hb8 17.20ad
Wh5—+; 15.40e5 We8 16.40b5 (16.h6 g6
17.292 Hb8 18.0a2 bd—) 16..5e5
17.80¢7 (1765 &ed4 18.Wa5 2d8
19.%b4 a5—+) 17..Wad 18.22a8 (18.de5
Ged 19.Wel Hbg) 18..20e4 19.%el
c3—+) 15..96 16.%0e5 £d7 17.292 b4
18.ab4 2b4—] 13..2d7 14.Hd1
[14.0-0 %e4 15.50e4? (15.Wel L2f6
16.Hd1; 16.dc5 &3 17.bc3 e5 18.2d7
Wd7 19.cb6 e4 20.2)d4 ab6 21.22b5 2e7
22.a4 (22.5)d4 Wh3 23.Wf2 Hfc8 24.2.d2
L20d4—+) 22..Wh3 23.2b6 N5 24.2f2
e3—+) 15..de4 16.20e5 (16.20g5 cdd)
16..c04F] 14...cd4 [14..20h51? 15562
Wes 16.0-0 W6 17.2h2 26 18.4)g5 h6
19.20e6 266 20./5 &5 21,25 Whs=]
15./0d4 e5 16.%c6 £.c6 17.fe5 d4
18.ef6 2f6 19.0-0 dc3 20.%d8
Had8 21.2d8 XZd8 22.b3 He8
23.212 2e4 24.5e1 He7 25.2c1 h5
26.£92 &f5 27.2f3 g6 28.a4 &h7
29.b4 g5 30.a5 g4 31.ab6 ab6
32.2c6 He2 33.2b6 £e5 34.b5
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&g7 35.2a5 Hc2 36.Hc2 £c2
37.%f2 £d3 38.%e3 296 39.Le4
c2 40.£d2 £g3 41.296 %g6
42.d3 212 43.%¢c2 g3 44.214 g2
45.2h2 &f5 0-1

Oparin,Grigory

Rychagov,Andrey

St Petersburg 2011 (8)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.2c3 »f6 4.e5
Nfd7 5.f4 c5 6.3 4c6 7.2e3
£e7 8.a3 0-0 9.£d3
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9...b6 [9..1617=:
A) 10.ef6?! 216F 11.dc5 (11.2)e5? cd4
12.Wh5 he 13.Wg6 des5—+) 11..d4
12.0d4 d4 13.2d4 £d4 14.2h7 &h7
15.%d4 We7,

B) 10.n4?! cd4 11.2h7 (11.20d4 Dd4
12.204 fe5 13fe5 (13.Wh5 e4 14.5)ed
ded 15.%2e4 Hf5 16.215 ef5 17.Wf5 &\c5
18 We5 &d3 19.cd3 £16) 13..2h4)
11..5h7 12,5205 fg5 13.%h5 g8 14.hg5
&\des! 15.fe5 (15.Wh7? &f7 16.fe5 ded
17.Wh5 g6 18.Wh7 He8—+) 15..Hf5
1604 (16.Wh7 &f7 17.96 &es 18.Wq7
dec3 19.Xh8 £fg8 20.Wfg Hifg 21.97
Hf7—+) 16..Hes 17.Whg (17.Wh7
Gf7—+) 17.5f7 1800 (18.E1 216
19.%h7 He3d 20.%2d1 e8) 18..2f6
19.%h7 (19.2f6 gf6 20.%h7 e8 21.96
Ge7 22.2d4 Hd7 23.Hf1 Hgo 24.216
Hg4 25.h1 Wig—+) 19...e8 20.g16 gf
21.00b5 de3 22.4)c7 &f8 23.5a8 e2
24 Whg Hf7 (24.%0e7 25Wf6 Hd7
26.%d8 <od8) 25.%h7 e 26.4)c7 Hf8
27.Wh8 e7 28.Wie d7—+;

C) 10.dc5 fe5 11.fe5 (11.2h7? <h7
12.5)g5 £g5 13fg5 gb—+) 11..4de5
(11..8¢5 12.£e2 (12.0-0 &d3 13.%d3
B3, 1222 Hd3 13.Wd3 2d7F)
12..00d7 13.2d3 &de5) 12.%e5 e5

13.2h7 &h7 14.Wh5 g8 15.%We5 216
16.%h5 2c3 17.bc3 Hf5 18.Wgd e5
19.0-0-0 £e6=2] 10.0-0 f5 11.ef6 /\f6
[11...216 (12.20e5 (12.£b5 £b7) 12..5)d4
13.2d4 cdd 14.Wh5 g6 15.206 We7
(15..hg6) 16.2h7 Wh7 17.8g4 Wg7
(17..h8 185096 g7 19.00e5 h8
20.2)g6x) 18.Web Hh7 19.Wf5 Hgs=]
12.5e5 2b7 13.%f3 2d6 14.2b5=
£b8 15.dc5 2.5 [15..4e5 16.fe5 £e5
17.%nh3 We7 18.cb6 ab6 19.5)d4z]
16.fe5 %e5 17.%g3 Hd3 18.cd3
Wd7 19./0d6 £a6 20.2d4 *h8
21.b4+
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21...bc5 22.bc5 Wa4 23.2f4 Wc2
24.Hf3 e5 25.2e5 Wc5 26.%h1
Had8 27.H2af1 2d7 28.h3 d4 29.E2f6

1-0

Better Control in the Centre
8.a3 b6

Morozevich,Alexander

Vitiugov,Nikita

Saratov 2011 (2)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3..c3 2\f6 4.e5
Hfd7 5.f4 c5 6.f3 4c6 7.2e3
£e7 8.a3 b6 9.2d3 0-0 10.0-0 f5
11.ef6 Of6 12.5e5 &£b7 [12.50d4
13.2d4 cdd 14.£0e2 2b7 15.40d4 2c5
16.c3x] 13.Wf3! 2d6 14.5Hb5: 2e7
15.%Wh3 %c8 16.c4!? [16.Hael!? a6
17.00¢7 We7 18.2h7 Dh7  19.We6]
16...50e4 17.dc5 »e5 18.fe5+ £.c5
19.52f8 W8 20.2e4 de4 21.b4 2e3
22 We3 Wf5 23.Wqg3 Wh5 24.5)d6
2c6 25.b5 2e8 26.2e4 296
27.5d6 We2 28.Wf3 Wf3 29.gf3
Hf8 30.a4 Hf3 31.a5 bab5 32.2a5 h5
33.2a7 b3 34.c5 1-0



Shirov,Alexey
Morozevich,Alexander
Saratov 2011 (6)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3./c3 f6 4.e5
»fd7 5.f4 ¢5 6.2f3 %c6 7.2e3
£e7 8.a3 b6 9.2d3 0-0 10.0-0 a6
11.5e2!? ¢4 [11..f5 12.04]
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12.2h7 &h7 13.20g5 295 [13..8
14993 (14 Well? 2g5 15fg5 A
15...20de5 (15...%e7 16.23%) 16.de5 £)e5
17.g3 &g6 18.4014%) 14..96 (14... 20517
15195 &de5!? (15..c3 16.4) 16.de5 &re5
17.8d4  Ogs (17506 18 Whie)
18.Had1®) 15.Wg4—] 14.6g5 Ehs
[14.20e7 154093 (15.818%) 15..9b7
16.%h5 g8 17.8f32] 15.4f7 &g8
16.g6 48 17.5f4 Ha7 [17.g6
185006 &7 19.%Wgs &g8 (19..Hg8
20.%h5) 20.20h8 Hh8 21.Wh5 g8
22,811 Wd7 23.Hf3 2b7 24.2h3 Wes
25.Wh7 BHf7 26,813 Pe7 27.%g7 Hd8
28.Wh7] 18.%f3 We8 19.5)d5 26
[19..ed5 20.Hf8; 19..Hf7 20.gf7 Wf7
21.Wif7  Bf7  22.0b6  Rb7  23.4c4]
20.Ha7 ha7 21./0b6 2d7 22.%b7
[22451 h4 (2255 23.g3 Hhs
24244 ed5 25.4\d5) 23.Wgd N5 24.4)d7
Wq7 25.de6 We6 26.Hf1] 22..2c6
23.Wa7 Hh4 24.Wc7 tg2 25.895
Hh4 26.&f2 HHf5 27.h4 &h7 28.2f1
£b5 29.a4 2a4 30.e1 Zf8 31.5a4
Waq 32.2f6 Wal 33.&f2 Wh2
34.%2g1 Wd4 35.%h2 ¥d2 36.%h1
Whe 37.Hg1 a5 38.295 Wh5
39.Wcq Wf3 40.9h2 Wf2 41.2g2
We1 42.%Wg4 &g8 43.216 X7 44.h5
We3 45.c3 Wc3 46.h6 Hh6 47.%Web
&h7 48.295 Hf5 49.2h4 We5
50.We5 He5 51.2.d8 a4 52.5a2 Hed
53.%g3 g6 54.9%f3 &f5 55.8b2
OHf7 56.2¢7 He5 57.%g2 4Hicd
58.2b8 He7 59.293 Ha7 60.Zb4
%e3 61.&f3 Hd5 62.Zb5 &eb6

63.2f2 Za6 64.2.d4 g6 65.%e4 Hc7
66.2g5 &f7 67.2g1 a3 68.&d3 %e6
69.2e5 g5 70.&c4 g6 71.%b3
&f5 72.2c3 a2 73.Ha1 g4 74.2¢e1
NHe5 75.%c4 Hed 76.5b3  bf4
77.£h4 Hd2 78.%2b2 Hf3 79.2f2
He6 80.Za2 He2 81.&a3 Ha2
82.va2
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82...%e5 83.%b3 Hf3 84.2e1 H\d3
85.2h4! 5\f4 86.%c2 i\g2 87.2e7
g3 88.&2d2! /f4 89.£c5 g2 90.2a7
g6 91.el %e5 92.2g1 Hd3
93.%d2 N f2 94.%e1! Hh3 95.La7
Hf4 96.2d2 &g3 97.%el Hd3
98.%e2!= Yo-V2

8.a3 Wh6
Shirov,Alexey
Vitiugov,Nikita
Saratov 2011 (4)
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.%c3 2\f6 4.e5

Hfd7 5.f4 c5 6./f3 %c6 7.2e3
£e7 8.a3 Wb6!?
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9.5%a4 [9.2e21? 0-0 10.00 (10.q2;
10.£a41? a5 11.c3 c4 12b4 cb3

Survey FR 4.4

13.Wp3 Hb8 14.0-0 b5 15.0b2 We7
16.Wc2 h6 17.a4 b4 18.cbd £b4
19.20d3%) 10..167! (10...cdd! 11.22d4 £.c5
12.5a4 244 13.20b6 263 14.%h1 2)b6)
11.ef6 2Af6 12.5a4x] 9...%a5 10.2d2
[10.c3 ¢4 11.b4 cb3 12.%b3 b8 13.22b2
b5 14.2e2 b4l 15.cb4 £b4] 10...Wc7
11.dc5 %c5 12./0¢5 £c¢5 13.b4
£b6 14.c4 dc4 15.Hc1 Wds
16.2c4 h6 17.a4 a6 18.Wc2 £d7
19.%e4 Hb8 20.2£d3 He7 21.a5
2a7 22.e2 2b5 23.Hc3 £c6
24.2c6 bc6 25.Hc1 Wd7 26.2a6
0-0 27.g4 Zfd8 28.f5 ef5 29.gf5
NHf5 30.Hc6 Eb4 31.2c4 Hb2
32.2d3 Nd4 33.)d4 Wd4 34.Wd4
$d4 35.e6 fe6 36.2c2 e5 37.a6
Hb6 38.2e4 Hc6 39.2c6 Hc8
40.2b7 Hc7 41.2e3 Hc2 42.3d1
2e3 Vo-Vo

8.a3 a6
Diaz Caramazana,Jose Antonio
Haines,Kean David
Asturias 1993
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.2¢c3 56 4.e5
Nfd7 5.f4 c5 6.2f3 4Hc6 7.%e3

£e7 8.a3 a6 9.2d3 b5 10.f5 [10.dc5)
10...cd4 11.2d4
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11...50d4 [> 11..5de5] 12.2d4 £¢5
[12..55] 13.2¢5 %5 14.0-0
[14.Wg4+] 14..Wg5 15.2f3 2)d3
16.%d3 0-0 17.Hafl £b7 18.2g3
Wha 19.2h3 Wg4 [19.Wcd4 201e6
Wd3 21.ef7 Hf7 22.cd3 B 23.9f1 d4
24562 Hi§ 25.%gi+] 20.fe6! g6
21.ef7 &g7 22.%e3 h5 23.2g3 d4
24.9d3 We6 25.116 1-0
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